Model 2000 Millenium

So, What’s with this?


The idea for a highly arched guitar back was many years in germination.  I have built many lutes since starting lutherie in 1971, and one can’t help but find the structure of the lute remarkable.  With wood less than 1/16” thick, the strength of the instrument is amazing.  It is virtually an eggshell with a neck!  With the rise of the guitar’s popularity in the 17th century, luthiers incorporated lute tradition in designing their guitars.  This included a ribbed and vaulted back on high level guitars and instruments like the chittara batente.  In recent history, a certain aircraft company has produced a round back guitar designed on scientific principles.


The effect of a lightly built vaulted back on the tone of a modern guitar is as remarkable as it is on a lute.  The enclosed air space is enlarged without making the sides deeper.  This adds a fuller bass response while keeping the instrument slim where the players arm goes over the top.  The Model 2000 has a lower bout width of 15” ( the same as an OM guitar) which generated the lovely sparkling trebles preferred by fingerstyle players, while getting that pre-war richness in the bass from the vaulted back.  

The Lehmann Model 2000 has some unusual decorative features not found on other guitars.  The edge around the top has been chip carved into a beautiful and subtle pattern.  The ring around the soundhole is a pierced and carved design harking back to the lute rosettes of the 16th century.  The inlay pattern on the fingerboard is hand cut and engraved ivory from old piano keys.  And, of course, custom designs are welcomed.  The bridge is inlaid with a bone block where the bridge pins pass through to prevent wear and to brighten trebles.  The tails of the bridge are carved in a pattern highlighting the overall design motif.  The sides are constructed of five separate pieces of wood with purfling strips to separate them.

I have come to believe in bolt-on neck because of their structural stability and because of the perfect set-ups possible with them.  I put extra structure under the fingerboard extension that improves clarity on notes played over the body.  A 2-way truss rod is fitted in the neck that allows for perfect neck relief adjustment.  A deluxe custom Ameritage case is included with the instrument.

